
 
 

ADMISSION AGREEMENT 

 THIS ADMISSION AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is made and entered into effective 
as of September 28, 2023, by and between The Big 12 Conference, Inc., a Delaware not-for-
profit corporation (the “Conference”), and the University of Utah, a body politic and corporate of 
the State of Utah (“Utah”). 

 WHEREAS, Utah desires to be admitted as a Member of the Conference, and the 
Conference desires to admit Utah as a Member of the Conference, on the terms and conditions 
provided herein. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the promises contained herein and for other 
good and valuable consideration, the receipt and adequacy of which are hereby acknowledged, 
the undersigned hereby agree as follows: 

1. Admission of Utah.  In reliance on the covenants and representations of the 
Conference set forth herein, Utah hereby agrees to become a Member of the Conference in all 
varsity sports sponsored by Utah that are also offered by the Conference, and in reliance on the 
covenants and representations of Utah set forth herein the Conference hereby admits Utah as a 
full voting Member of the Conference on the terms and conditions set forth herein, effective as 
of August 2, 2024 (the “Commencement Date”).  The parties agree that Utah shall be bound by 
and entitled to all of the benefits (including those provided to each Member institution) of the 
terms and conditions of the Conference’s Restated Certificate of Incorporation (attached hereto 
as Exhibit A), Bylaws (attached hereto as Exhibit B) (“Bylaws”), Rules (attached hereto as 
Exhibit C) (“Rules”), Amended and Restated Grant of Rights Agreement (attached hereto as 
Exhibit D) (the “GRA”), and the Second Amended and Restated Grant of Rights Agreement 
(attached hereto as Exhibit E) (the “Second GRA”) all of which are incorporated herein by 
reference each as now in effect, as amended or as hereafter may be amended in accordance with 
the terms thereof (collectively, the “Constituent Documents”) and agrees to comply with and be 
bound by the terms of the Constituent Documents as of and after the Commencement Date.  
Utah’s participation as a Member of the Conference shall commence on the Commencement 
Date; provided, however, that in the interim period following the execution of this Agreement 
and prior to the Commencement Date (i) Utah shall be bound by the provisions of the Bylaws 
attached hereto as Exhibit B (with the exception of the membership term of 99 years as currently 
drafted in Section 1.2.3; provided, however, that Utah agrees to be bound by any change to 
Section 1.2.3 that is effective prior to and after the Commencement Date), including but not 
limited to the withdrawal and sanction provisions of Section 3 of the Bylaws, to the extent they 
do not conflict with Utah’s obligations as a member of its current conference through the 
Commencement Date, (ii) Utah shall have the same access to all Conference information 
provided to current Members and Utah’s chief executive shall be entitled to attend and 
participate fully in Conference board meetings and other appropriate meetings, except the 
president or chancellor of Utah shall not have any right to vote on matters considered by the 
Conference’s board of directors and his or her presence shall not count toward any quorum, vote, 
majority calculation or other provision thereof determined by the number of directors taking or 
not taking any action and (iii) Utah’s director of athletics shall be entitled to attend and 
participate, as appropriate, in meetings of the Conference’s directors of athletics and other 
appropriate meetings.  Utah represents and warrants that, to the best of its knowledge, by 
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executing or performing this Agreement and joining as a Member of the Conference, Utah will 
not be in breach of any of its contractual obligations to any other party that are not subject to a 
unilateral right of termination by Utah. 

2. Grant of Rights.  As a condition to membership in the Conference, Utah agrees 
hereafter to execute a Joinder Agreement to the GRA and Second GRA in the form attached 
hereto as Exhibit F and made a part hereof (the “Joinder”), granting to the Conference the same 
telecast rights and on the same terms and conditions granted by the other members of the 
Conference, with such grant of rights therein to be effective as of the Commencement Date. 

3. Revenue Sharing.  Conference and Utah agree that, notwithstanding anything to 
the contrary in the Conference’s Bylaws or Rules, Utah shall participate fully and equally in 
Conference revenues distributed to member institutions, beginning July 1, 2024.  

4. Current Conference Affiliation.  Utah agrees that, prior to the Commencement 
Date, it will terminate its grant of rights with its current conference. Utah agrees it is responsible 
for complying with the provisions of its current conference’s rules, bylaws or contracts relating 
to membership in and withdrawal from that conference and for all resulting economic obligations 
that it may have to that conference or its members.  Utah represents and warrants that it 
requested the Conference to send Utah an invitation to join as a Member of the Conference and 
that the Conference thereafter sent Utah an offer to become a Member of the Conference. 

5. Representations and Warranties.  The parties hereby represent and warrant to each 
other as follows: 

  a. Authority; Due Execution.  The Conference and Utah each represent and 
warrant that it has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and to perform the 
obligations pursuant hereto, and that this Agreement represents the valid and binding obligation 
of such party enforceable against it in accordance with its terms. 

  b. Due Organization.  The Conference hereby represents and warrants that 
the Conference is a not-for-profit corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good 
standing under the laws of the State of Delaware and in each other jurisdiction necessary to 
conduct the business of the Conference. 

  c. Constituent Documents.  The Conference hereby represents and warrants 
that the Constituent Documents, attached hereto as exhibits, including without limitation the 
Conference’s Restated Certificate of Incorporation attached hereto as Exhibit C and the 
Conference’s Rules attached hereto as Exhibit D, are true and complete copies of such 
documents, and, except as otherwise specifically stated in Paragraph 3 of this Agreement, as of 
the date hereof have not been modified, rescinded, or amended, and remain in full force and 
effect. 

  d. Institutional Control; Compliance with Rules of NCAA.  Utah hereby 
represents and warrants that it is not currently under investigation by the NCAA for any major 
violations, including any allegations of lack of institutional control, and is fully committed to 
compliance with the rules and regulations of the NCAA. 
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6. Miscellaneous.   

a. This Agreement will be governed by and will be construed, interpreted, and 
enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas, without reference to principles of 
conflicts of law.  This Agreement may not be modified or amended other than by an agreement 
in writing signed by duly authorized representatives of the Conference and Utah and compliance 
with any provision hereof may not be waived except by a writing signed by the party against 
whom the waiver is being enforced.   

b. This Agreement, including the attached exhibits, supersedes all prior documents, 
understandings and agreements, oral or written, relating to this transaction and constitutes the 
entire agreement and understanding between the parties with respect to the subject matter hereof. 

c. None of the parties’ rights or obligations under this Agreement may be assigned.  
Any assignment in violation of the foregoing shall be null and void. 

d. If any one or more provisions of this agreement is held to be illegal, invalid or 
unenforceable under present or future laws, then, if possible, such illegal, invalid or 
unenforceable provision will be modified to such extent as is necessary to comply with such 
present or future laws and such modification shall not affect any other provision hereof, provided 
that if such provision may not be so modified such illegality, invalidity or unenforceability will 
not affect any other provision, but this Agreement will be reformed, construed and enforced as if 
such invalid, illegal or unenforceable provision had never been contained herein. 

e. The parties agree that, when sending written communications or other notices, 
they will act in good faith and use their best efforts to provide either a simultaneous e-mail copy 
of such material to the intended recipient thereof and/or give the intended recipient telephonic 
notice that such written communication or other notices being sent by mail.  Communications 
and other notices given under this Agreement will be deemed delivered when personally 
delivered, or on the third business day following deposit in the U.S. mail, first class, postage 
paid, and addressed to the party at the business address. 

TO CONFERENCE: 

Jessica Presnall 
Chief Legal Officer 
The Big 12 Conference, Inc. 
400 E. John Carpenter Freeway 
Irving, TX 75062 
 
TO UTAH: 
 
Phyllis Vetter 
General Counsel 
University of Utah 
201 S. Presidents Cir., Room 309 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112 
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f. All headings and captions used in this Agreement are for convenience only, and 

shall not be construed to either limit or broaden the language of this Agreement for any particular 
section. 

g. This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts and delivered by 
facsimile transmission, each of which may be executed by one or more of the parties hereto, but 
all of which, when taken together shall constitute but one agreement binding upon all of the 
parties hereto. 

h. This Agreement is not intended to confer upon any non-party rights or remedies 
hereunder. 

i. This Agreement shall be deemed effective and legally binding upon the parties 
when it has been executed and delivered by all parties hereto. 

j. The parties hereto acknowledge and agree that (i) each party and its 
representatives has reviewed and negotiated the terms and provisions of this Agreement and have 
contributed to its revision, (ii) the rule of construction to the effect that any ambiguities are 
resolved against the drafting party shall not be employed in the interpretation of this Agreement 
and (iii) the terms and provisions of this Agreement shall be construed fairly as to all parties 
hereto and not in favor of or against any party regardless of which party was generally 
responsible for the preparation of this Agreement. 

k. To the extent consistent with its lawful authority, each party shall execute and 
deliver such additional instruments and other documents, and use all commercially reasonable 
efforts to take, or cause to be taken, all actions and to do, or cause to be done, all things 
necessary under applicable law to consummate the transactions contemplated hereby. 

l. The Conference acknowledges that Utah is a governmental entity subject to the 
Utah Government Records Access and Management Act, Utah Code Ann., Section 63G-2-101 et 
seq., as amended (“GRAMA”); that certain records within Utah’s possession or control, 
including without limitation, this Agreement, may be subject to public disclosure.  Pursuant to 
Section 63G-2-309 of GRAMA, any confidential information provided to Utah that the 
Conference believes should be protected from disclosure must be accompanied by a written 
claim of confidentiality and a concise statement of reasons supporting such claim.  The 
Conference further acknowledges that Utah is a governmental entity under the Governmental 
Immunity Act of Utah, Utah Code Ann., Section 63G-7-101 et seq., as amended (the “Act”).   
Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to be a waiver by Utah of any protections, rights, 
or defenses applicable to Utah under the Act, including without limitation, the provisions of 
Section 63G-7-604 regarding limitation of judgments. 

 
[Signature Page Follows]



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this Admission Agreement 
as of the day and year first set forth above. 

The Big 12 Conference, Inc. 

By: ______________________________ 
Brett Yormark, Commissioner 

University of Utah 

By:  
Taylor Randall, President 



 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Restated Certificate of Incorporation 
 

[Attached] 
 

















 
 

EXHIBIT B 
 

Bylaws 
 

[Attached] 
 











































 
 

EXHIBIT C 
 

Rules 
 

[Attached] 
 

















































 
 

EXHIBIT D 
 

Amended and Restated Grant of Rights Agreement (current through June 30, 2025) 
 

[Attached] 
 

 























 
 

EXHIBIT E 
 

Second Amended and Restated Grant of Rights Agreement (effective July 1, 2025 through June 
30, 2031) 

 
[Attached] 
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EXECUTION VERSION

SECOND AMENDED AND RESTATED
GRANT OF RIGHTS AGREEMENT

THIS SECOND AMENDED AND RESTATED GRANT OF RIGHTS 
AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”) is executed on November 21, 2022, effective as of July 1, 
2025, by and among The Big 12 Conference, Inc., a Delaware not-for-profit corporation (the 
“Conference”), and (i) each of the following entities: Baylor University, a Texas non-profit 
corporation; Brigham Young University; Iowa State University of Science and Technology, an
institution of the State of Iowa; Kansas State University, an institution of higher education and an 
agency of the State of Kansas; Oklahoma State University, an institution corporate under the 
Constitution and laws of Oklahoma; Texas Christian University, a Texas non-profit corporation; 
Texas Tech University, an institution of higher education in the State of Texas; the University of 
Central Florida Board of Trustees, an institution of higher education and a public body corporate 
of the State of Florida; the University of Cincinnati; The University of Kansas, an institution of 
higher education and an agency of the State of Kansas; the University of Houston, an institution 
of higher education and an agency of the State of Texas; and the West Virginia University Board 
of Governors, on behalf of West Virginia University (collectively, the “Participating Members”), 
and (ii) any entities that are admitted as new members of the Conference hereafter and which 
become bound by this Agreement by executing a signature page or joinder agreement hereto as a 
condition to such admission (the “Additional Members” and, together with the Participating
Members, each a “Member Institution” and collectively, the “Member Institutions”).

WHEREAS,  the Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma and The University 
of Texas at Austin (the “Former Members”) were parties to the Original Grant of Rights 
Agreement (as defined below) and all amendments and restatements thereof to date but have 
announced their withdrawal from the Conference as of June 30, 2025 and therefore will not be 
Member Institutions at the beginning of the Term (as defined below) on July 1, 2025 (or 
thereafter) and therefore are not Participating Members or Member Institutions that are parties to 
this Agreement;

WHEREAS, the Conference and each of the Participating Members and the Former 
Members entered into, or upon joining the Conference as members became parties to, that certain 
Amended and Restated Grant of Rights Agreement dated July 1, 2012 (as subsequently amended 
to date, the “Amended Grant of Rights Agreement”), which amended and superseded that certain 
Grant of Rights Agreement dated November 1, 2011 (the “Original Grant of Rights 
Agreement”), pursuant to which, among other things, each of the Participating Members and the 
Former Members irrevocably granted to the Conference certain of their rights through June 30, 
2025; 

WHEREAS, as a condition to the commencement of the Term of this Agreement and 
subsequent to the execution of this Agreement, the Conference anticipates entering into: (i) that 
certain Multimedia Rights Agreement with American Broadcasting Companies, Inc., ESPN, Inc., 
and ESPN Enterprises, Inc. (collectively, “ESPN/ABC”) effective as of July 1, 2025 (the 
“ESPN/ABC Agreement”); and (ii) that certain Telecast Rights Agreement with FOX 
Broadcasting Company, LLC and FOX Sports 1, LLC (collectively, “FOX”) effective as of July 
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1, 2025 (the “FOX Agreement” and together with the ESPN/ABC Agreement, the “Telecast 
Rights Agreements”);

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Conference (the “Board”) has approved the 
execution of this Agreement by the Conference, conditioned on the execution of the Telecast 
Rights Agreements by the parties thereto, to implement certain modifications to the Amended 
Grants of Rights Agreement that are necessary to effectuate the Telecast Rights Agreements; 

WHEREAS, as a condition to the agreement of ESPN/ABC and FOX (collectively, the 
“Telecast Partners”) to execute the Telecast Rights Agreements, each of the Member Institutions 
is required to, and desires to, irrevocably grant to the Conference, and the Conference desires to 
accept from each of the Member Institutions, certain rights granted by the Conference to the 
Telecast Partners pursuant to the Telecast Rights Agreements, on the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement; 

WHEREAS, the Conference and each of the Member Institutions desire to acknowledge 
that all Retained Rights (as defined below) of the Member Institutions are retained by the 
Member Institutions and are not granted to the Conference; and

WHEREAS, the Conference and each of the Participating Members desire to amend, 
restate, and supersede the Original Grant of Rights Agreement and all subsequent amendments 
and restatements thereof to be effective during the Term on the terms and conditions set forth 
herein, effective as of July 1, 2025 or as to Member Institutions that join the Conference and 
become parties thereafter, effective as of the date that they first become Member Institutions.  

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the foregoing, the covenants set forth 
herein and in the Telecast Rights Agreements, and other good and valuable consideration, the 
receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged and agreed, and intending to be 
legally bound hereby, the undersigned each hereby agree with the Conference and with each 
other as follows: 

1. Grant of Rights.  Subject to paragraph 4 hereof, each of the Member Institutions
hereby (a) irrevocably grants to the Conference during the Term (as defined below) all rights (the 
“Rights”) necessary for the Conference to perform the contractual obligations of the Conference 
expressly set forth in the Telecast Rights Agreements, regardless of whether such Member 
Institution remains a member of the Conference during the entirety of the Term and (b) agrees to 
satisfy and perform all contractual obligations of a Member Institution that are expressly set forth 
in a Telecast Rights Agreement. The grant of Rights pursuant to this paragraph 1 includes,
without limitation, (A) the right to produce and distribute all events of such Member Institution
that are subject to the Telecast Rights Agreements; (B) subject to paragraph 9 hereof, the right to 
access such Member Institution’s facilities for the purposes set forth in and pursuant to the 
Telecast Rights Agreements; (C) the right of the Conference to create and to own a copyright of 
the audiovisual work of the Selected Games (as defined in the Telecast Rights Agreements) of or 
involving such Member Institution (the “Works”) with such rights being, at least, coextensive 
with 17 U.S.C. 411(c); and (D) the present assignment of the entire right, title and interest in the 
Works that are created under the Telecast Rights Agreements.  For the avoidance of doubt (1) the 
term “Rights” shall not include any Retained Rights or any other rights granted to or reserved by 
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a Member Institution pursuant to any Telecast Rights Agreement and (2) the grant of Rights 
pursuant to this paragraph 1 shall not be deemed to encompass or accomplish the assignment of 
an ownership interest in copyrights otherwise owned by a Member Institution.   

2. Copyright Assignment and License.  The Conference and each of the Member
Institutions acknowledge that the Conference owns or will own the copyrights to the Works. 
Each Member Institution hereby grants to the Conference the right to create the Works and, prior 
to and for the entire duration of the applicable event, own and control the copyright rights in and 
to such Works. Effective immediately after the conclusion of each Selected Game, the 
Conference hereby assigns to each Member Institution that is the home Member Institution for 
such event any and all of the Conference’s rights in and to the copyrights in the Works for such 
event, and such Member Institution hereby grants to the Conference and any other participating 
Member Institution for each such event (i.e., the away Member Institution) a royalty-free, non-
exclusive, limited right and license to use any such Works; provided, however, that each 
participating Member Institution’s license shall be in effect only during the period that such 
participating Member Institutions are members of the Conference, which assignment and license 
in each case are subject in all respects to the use and other restrictions and rights set forth in the 
Telecast Rights Agreements, which use and other restrictions each Member Institution agrees to 
comply with in all respects. Additionally, the Conference has or will have a license from the 
Telecast Partners to utilize certain associated elements (pre- and post-game production, halftime, 
and other non-game elements) and herein sublicenses, on a royalty-free, non-exclusive basis, 
those associated elements to home and away Member Institutions.  The Conference shall have
the right to seek relief under 17 U.S.C. 411(c) for any interference with the Conference’s federal 
copyright ownership interest in the Works created and/or Works to be created under the Telecast 
Rights Agreements until such time as the Conference assigns to the home Member Institution its 
rights in and to the copyrights in the Works for an event in accordance with this Section 2, and 
after such assignment the Conference may exercise such right only after such home Member 
Institution consents thereto. Each Member Institution agrees to cooperate with the Conference in 
any such action, but at the Conference’s sole expense. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
Conference’s right to bring actions under 17 U.S.C. 411(c) with respect to the Works shall be 
non-exclusive with respect to the home Member Institution’s concurrent right to bring such 
actions (if and to the extent permitted under 17 U.S.C. 411(c)).  The rights assigned include, but 
are not limited to, all rights under the United States and/or foreign copyright laws; all 
reproduction, performance, display, distribution, and other intellectual property rights; the right 
to modify, distort, or alter the Works and future Works; and all so-called moral rights.  To the 
extent moral rights may not be assigned, each Member Institution hereby waives the benefit or 
protection of same. 

3. Execution of Additional Documents; Registration, Maintenance of Copyrights.
Each party hereto hereby agrees to execute and deliver all documents reasonably requested by 
another party hereto to effectuate the intent of this Agreement, at the requesting party’s expense.  
If requested by a Member Institution, the Conference will assist that Member Institution in 
preparing, filing, and maintaining with the United States Copyright Office (and other similar 
government offices requested by that Member Institution) the copyright applications and 
registrations related to the Works to be assigned to that Member Institution after the conclusion 
of the event.  If the Conference provides such assistance to a Member Institution, then such 
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Member Institution shall reimburse the Conference for any documented out-of-pocket expenses 
the Conference incurs in providing such assistance.  

4. Retained Rights.  The Conference and the Member Institutions acknowledge and
agree that each Member Institution retains all of such Member Institution’s Retained Rights.  For 
the avoidance of doubt, no Retained Rights are granted to the Conference pursuant to this 
Agreement or otherwise, and no other rights are granted to the Conference pursuant to this 
Agreement or otherwise, that would limit, reduce or impair any Member Institution’s Retained
Rights.  “Retained Rights” means, collectively, each Member Institution’s rights to produce, 
distribute and otherwise exploit the following via its Permitted Member Institution Outlet(s) (as 
defined in the Telecast Rights Agreements) on a worldwide basis throughout the Term: any and 
all content and programming not expressly granted to a Telecast Partner in the Telecast Rights 
Agreements.

5. Amendment of the Telecast Rights Agreements.  The Board, after consultation
with each of the Member Institutions, must approve any amendment, modification, extension, 
renewal or replacement of any Telecast Rights Agreement in accordance with the Conference’s 
Bylaws (the “Bylaws”); provided, that the Conference shall not enter into any amendment, 
modification, extension, renewal or replacement of any Telecast Rights Agreement that grants 
rights to any Telecast Partner that are more favorable to the Telecast Partner, or imposes 
obligations or conditions on any Member Institution that are more restrictive to such Member 
Institution, than those set forth in the Telecast Rights Agreements as in effect on the Effective 
Date (as defined below) without the prior written consent of all Member Institutions that are then 
members of the Conference. 

6. Additional Members.  The Conference shall not admit a new member to the
Conference unless and until such new member (a) agrees to become bound by this Agreement by 
executing a signature page or joinder agreement hereto as a condition to such admission and 
(b) grants to the Conference pursuant to this Agreement all Rights of such Member Institution. 

7. Term.  The “Term” of this Agreement shall begin on the Effective Date and shall
continue until June 30, 2031.  The “Effective Date” means (a) for the Participating Members, 
July 1, 2025, and (b) for any Member Institution other than the Participating Members, the date 
on which it becomes a Member Institution admitted to membership in the Conference in 
accordance with the Bylaws and this Agreement.  At the end of the Term or upon other 
termination of this Agreement, the Rights granted by a Member Institution to the Conference 
hereunder shall automatically revert to such Member Institution. The commencement of the 
Term of this Agreement is conditioned on the Board of Directors of the Conference approving 
both Telecast Rights Agreements in accordance with the Conference Bylaws and execution of 
both Telecast Rights Agreements by the Conference.  

8. Acknowledgement.  Each of the Member Institutions acknowledges that the grant
of Rights during the entire Term is irrevocable and effective until the end of the Term regardless 
of whether the Member Institution withdraws from the Conference during the Term or otherwise 
ceases to participate as a full member of the Conference in accordance with the Bylaws.
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9. Reasonable Access.  Without any additional consideration or compensation to the
Member Institutions, each of the Member Institutions agrees throughout the Term to provide the 
Telecast Partners with reasonable access to its property and facilities, with appropriate ingress 
and egress, parking, facilities, utilities and lighting, and other support and assistance reasonably 
required by the Telecast Partners to exercise the Rights as and to the extent provided in the 
Telecast Rights Agreements.

10. Miscellaneous.  This Agreement may not be modified or amended other than by
an agreement in writing signed by duly authorized representatives of the Conference and each of 
the Member Institutions that are then members of the Conference.  This Agreement may be 
executed in multiple counterparts and delivered by electronic or facsimile transmission.  This 
Agreement sets forth the entire understanding of the parties hereto relating to the subject matter 
hereof and, effective as of July 1, 2025, supersedes all prior agreements and understandings 
among or between any of the parties relating to the subject matter hereof, including without 
limitation the Original Grant of Rights Agreement and all subsequent amendments and 
restatements thereof.  

[The remainder of this page is intentionally left blank.] 
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EXHIBIT F 

Joinder Agreement to Amended and Restated Grant of Rights Agreement and Second Amended 
and Restated Grant of Rights Agreement  

[Attached] 






